Growth Group Discussion Guide
“Growing Upward, Inward, Outward, and Forward”

For the Week of February 12, 2017
Matthew 4:1-11
The Temptation of Jesus
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into
the desert to be tempted by the
devil. 2 After fasting forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The
tempter came to him and said, “If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones
to become bread.”
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man
does not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the
mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy
city and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. 6 “If you are the
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is written:
“ ‘He will command his angels
concerning you, and they will lift you
up in their hands, so that you will not
strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.’”
8 Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,”
he said, “if you will bow down and
worship me.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me,
Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the
Lord your God, and serve him only.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and angels
came and attended him.

WELCOME – Getting to Know Each Other Better

•
•

What generic products are you unwilling to substitute for the
real thing?
What are some of the best generic products you buy?

Sermon Outline

•
•
•

This weekend we studied Jesus time of
testing/temptation in the wilderness
We saw some of Satan’s schemes
We also learned Jesus’ methods of withstanding
temptation

WORD - Applying Scripture to Our Lives

1. What were your biggest takeaways from this weekend’s
sermon OR scripture passage?
2. Read Genesis 3:1-7. What similarities do you find in how
Satan tempts Eve vs. how he tempts Jesus?
3. How do you find that Satan deceives you?
4. Read 1 John 2:16. What temptations are mentioned here
that are common to all of humanity?
Cont’d à

5. How does this passage (Matt. 4:1-11) compare to the
Israelites time in the wilderness and their testing? (Refer to
Deut. 6-8)? What do you think God is trying to show us in this
comparison?
6. What can you learn from Israel’s failures? How do you fail in
the same way? What truth do you need to come to terms
with that will allow you to not continue to fail in these ways?
7. How did Jesus withstand Satan’s schemes?
8. What can you apply to your life from Jesus’ methods? How
will this help you to withstand Satan’s tactics against you?
9. Is there anything the group can pray for you about when it
comes to having the wisdom to stand strong against the
temptations that you face?
10. Pastor Casey talked about how our faith isn’t about just
managing sin, it’s about being on mission for God. How are
you on mission to advance His kingdom? If you are not on
mission, what ideas do you have to begin pressing forward
instead of sitting on the sidelines?
11. What are some ways our Growth group can be on mission
together?

WITNESS - Prayer Concerns from my Growth Group:

•

Who has God placed in your life that does not know
Christ?

•

How can we pray for your spiritual growth tonight?

•

What other prayer concerns do you have?

