Growth Group Discussion Guide
“Growing Upward, Inward, Outward, and Forward”

Week of November 2, 2014
Luke 12:13-21
The Parable of the Rich Fool
13 Someone in the crowd said to
him, "Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me." 14
Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed
me a judge or an arbiter between
you?" 15 Then he said to them,
"Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; a man's
life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions." 16
And he told them this parable: "The
ground of a certain rich man
produced a good crop. 17 He
thought to himself, 'What shall I
do? I have no place to store my
crops.' 18 "Then he said, 'This is
what I'll do. I will tear down my
barns and build bigger ones, and
there I will store all my grain and
my goods. 19 And I'll say to myself,
"You have plenty of good things
laid up for many years. Take life
easy; eat, drink and be merry." ' 20
"But God said to him, 'You fool!
This very night your life will be
demanded from you. Then who will
get what you have prepared for
yourself ?' 21 "This is how it will be
with anyone who stores up things
for himself but is not rich toward
God."
1 Timothy 6:17-19
17 Command those who are rich in
this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. 18 Command them to
do good, to be rich in good deeds,
and to be generous and willing to
share. 19 In this way they will lay up
treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so
that they may take hold of the life
that is truly life.

Sermon Outline / The Antidote for Materialism








If your household brings in more than $37,000 you are in the
top 4% of wage earners in the world!
So why has God blessed us with so much EXTRA?
Jesus says that our extra is for those in need.
1 Tim. 6:17 warns us that money can make us arrogant and it
can become our source of hope.
To guard against this, we are commanded in 1 Tim. 6:18-19 to
be generous.
Generosity is the antidote for materialism.
Three types of giving we can take part in are:
o Priority Giving
o Percentage Giving
o Progressive giving

WELCOME – Getting to Know Each Other Better



What does your “extra” money look like? Where does it go?
Have you ever been to a place where people were truly poor
and in need? How did it change your outlook?

WORD - Applying Scripture to Our Lives
ATTENTION: Please think through these ahead of time, so when
you get to your Growth Group you will be prepared to discuss.
1. What did you think about the idea that we all have “extra”
money?
2. What is a steward?
3. According to Luke 16:10-13, how does God view our
management of what He entrusts to us?
4. What was the farmer’s “problem” in Luke 12?
5. What did he assume about his extra?
6. What did Jesus teach about this?
7. What dangers does 1 Timothy 6:17 warn us about with regard
to money?
8. What is the antidote to these dangers?
9. How would you define generosity?
10. What three types of giving did Pastor Casey mention?
11. What is the benefit of each type of giving?

Luke 16:10-13
10 "Whoever can be trusted with
very little can also be trusted with
much, and whoever is dishonest
with very little will also be
dishonest with much. 11 So if you
have not been trustworthy in
handling worldly wealth, who will
trust you with true riches? 12 And if
you have not been trustworthy with
someone else's property, who will
give you property of your own? 13
"No servant can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and
Money."

12. How do you think our willingness to give sacrificially to God
and His work affects our faith?
13. In what ways do you put your hope in money more than in
God?
14. Do you feel led by God to make any changes in this regard?
If so, what?
WITNESS - Prayer Concerns from my Growth Group:



Who has God placed in your life who does not know Christ?



How can we pray for your spiritual growth tonight?



What other prayer concerns do you have?

