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IntroDuction TO the gospel of mark
To be a Christian is to trust and follow Jesus Christ. In order to do
so, you must indeed know Jesus - both who He is and what He did.
However, it’s disturbing that many who call themselves Christians are
fairly unfamiliar with the life of the Jesus they claim to follow. That’s
why the gospel accounts are so incredibly important - they allow us to
observe the person and work of Jesus Christ so that we can trust and
follow Him.
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the gospels. It’s a fast-paced
summary of Jesus’ life that presents Him as both Mighty Messiah and
Suffering Servant. We would love for you to join us as we learn to trust
and follow Jesus as He is portrayed in the Gospel of Mark.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week One: What do you want - a sign or a savior?
Sermon Passage: Mark 8:27-30
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 02

Week one discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
3. This is not the first time people have given their opinion on the true
identity of Jesus. What were some of the answers given previously in
the book of Mark?
● 3:21
● 3:22
● 4:41
● 6:3
● 6:14-15
4. Given what we have learned so far in our study of Mark, how would
you have answered Jesus’ question, “Who do you say that I am?”
(Remember, you can only use the material to the end of chapter 8
how would you answer it if you were in their shoes?)
5. What is true about the answers Jesus received from the disciples in
vs 28-29? What is not true?
6. Do you think Peter fully understood what he was saying when he
answered Jesus in v 29? (Hint: Read vs 31-33 as well.)
7. Why would Jesus tell them to keep it quiet (v 30)? Would He tell us
the same thing today?
8. If Jesus were to walk into the room today and ask you “Who do you
say that I am?”, how would you answer?
9. Start a list as a group asking this question, “What have we learned
about the person and work of Jesus from this week’s passage?”
10. As you pray, are there any areas of unbelief that are keeping you from
fully proclaiming that Jesus is the Christ? If so, confess those to each
other and pray for the Spirit to shine His light into any dark place in
our hearts.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week two: Jesus was called to die... and so are we
Sermon Passage: Mark 8:31-9:1 (Also 9:30-37 & 10:32-45)
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 04

Week two discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
3. What is the new title Jesus takes on? Compare Daniel 7:13-14 for
some hints about its significance.
4. What four things does Jesus prophesy about the Son of Man? How
would you react if you were one of the 12 and heard Jesus say this
about Himself?
5. Why does Jesus respond so strongly to Peter?
6. What is the significance of the adverb “must” in vs 31-32? See below
for hints:
● Jesus’ suffering and death had to happen - therefore it wasn’t a
surprise nor was it Plan B.
● Jesus’ suffering and death had to happen to bring redemption
to a fallen world. He couldn’t just say “you are forgiven”
because His righteousness demanded a just verdict.
7. Why has Jesus waited so long to state His impending suffering and
death? Why now?
8. From 8:34-9:1, we begin to see a description of a true disciple. What
are those qualities?
9. How do we actually deny ourselves (vs 34)? Eat less holiday treats?
Get homework done before watching Netflix? (Hint: It means to
cease making oneself the center of one’s life.) How can we practically
play this out in our lives?
10. What does it mean to “take up one’s cross daily?” How can this
community help you deny yourself and take up your cross? What
areas of your life are too full of “self?”
Be specific.
11. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week three: The transfiguration
Sermon Passage: Mark 9:2-13
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 06

Week three discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. What impressed you about Peter in this story? What about Peter’s
actions/words causes you to shake your head? Why?
4. If you were Peter, how would you have felt after the 			
vs 2-8 experience?
5. Why is the transfiguration happening at this point in the
Gospel of Mark? How might it also be a “hinge” between chapters
1-8 and 9-16?
6. Why did Jesus take only three disciples with Him? Why these three?
7. Did you ever wonder how the other nine disciples responded when
they heard the story? How would you have felt if you were Matthew
or Thomas?
8. What is the significance of Moses and Elijah showing up? What
do they each represent and why does it matter? (Hint: Compare
Matthew 5:17)
9. Consider the perspective of the three disciples as they hear Jesus’
words in vs 9-10. He asked them to keep quiet until after He rose
from the dead. ROSE FROM THE DEAD?!?
● What do you think their “questioning” looked and felt like?
● How would your questioning look and feel if you were in their
shoes?
10. Overall, what is the significance of the transfiguration to the story of
Jesus? What did it accomplish?
11. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week four: Jesus + fighting sin
Sermon Passage: Mark 9:42-50
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 08

Week four discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. Who is Jesus warning in v 42? How is that different from vs 43-47?
4. If you had to give up a hand, a foot, or an eye; which would you give
up and why?
5. What four things does Jesus say are “better?”
6. Why is Jesus using hyperbole to make His point?
7. What does this passage teach us about Jesus’ beliefs concerning Hell?
How do those beliefs compare/contrast with our culture’s beliefs on
Hell?
8. What is the meaning of the salt analogy? Why would it be significant
after such a direct challenge about sin?
9. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
10. Take some time to break into groups of 2-3. Are there sins in your
life that need to be cut off? Humbly confess them to each other and
then pray for each other.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week five: Jesus + marriage
Sermon Passage: Mark 10:1-12 (Also 12:18-27)
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 10

Week five discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
3. How were the Pharisees trying to test Jesus by their question in v 2?
4. How does Jesus turn the question around on them? How does He
put them to the test?
5. What is the significance of Jesus’ focus on Moses’ commands in
response to the Pharisees? (Hint: Consider God’s design for marriage
and not our “sophisticated” answers to life’s problems.)
6. The Pharisees were asking about something bigger than just divorce
and remarriage. They were questioning God’s design of humans and
their relationships. What are other ways this question gets asked in
our day?
7. In marriage, two people become “one flesh.” This is not simply a
sexual reference. This is alluding to the covenant of marriage.
In vs 7-9, what do we learn about the commitment of this covenant?
● What is meant by “hold fast to his wife?”
● What is meant by “no longer two but one flesh?”
● How is this covenant different than a contract?
8. What is God’s ultimate goal for marriage (Eph 5:31-32)?
● How does this differ from our culture’s view of marriage?
● How does it differ from your expectations, desires, and goals
for marriage?
9. The topic of marriage and sexuality is controversial in our society
today. How can we speak the truth in love as Jesus did when
addressing these topics with others?
10. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
11. Spend some time praying for those who are navigating marriage
troubles right now. If this would describe you, allow the group to
pray for your marriage as well.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week six: Jesus + children
Sermon Passage: Mark 10:13-16
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 12

Week six discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. Why would the disciples have been trying to keep children away
from Jesus? What would be different about ministry today if a
majority of church leaders viewed children the same way the
disciples did at first?
4. How does Jesus compare welcoming children and people entering
the kingdom? What does this teach us about faith?
5. What was the point of Jesus’ rebuke in vs 14-15?
6. When it comes to the generations that are younger than yours, do
you tend to view them more like Jesus would or more the way the
disciples would?
7. What is significant about the way Jesus welcomed the children in,
embraced them, and blessed them? How is this significant for all of
us, not just the children?
8. When was the last time you tried to intentionally and lovingly invest
in someone from a younger generation? What is one way you could
reflect Jesus to a younger person this week?
9. If there are children in your Growth Group, brainstorm ways that
your group could be more intentional with them?
10. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week seven: Jesus + money
Sermon Passage: Mark 10:17-31 (Also 12:13-17 & 12:41-44)
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 14

Week seven discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. Given last week’s analogy using children, how does the response of
the rich young ruler (and the disciples) contrast with that teaching?
4. How does the man’s address of Jesus (v 17) anticipate his struggle
with Jesus’ later command?
5. Jesus grills the man on only a partial list of the 10 Commandments
(compare Ex. 20:1-17). Which commandments did Jesus leave out?
Why do you think he might have left those out of this discussion?
6. What does the disciples’ shock (v 26) reveal about them?
7. Are you more like the rich young ruler or the children (vs 13-16) in
terms of the way you approach God? Explain.
8. Like the rich young ruler, what are the things to which you might
cling too tightly? (Such as money, comfort, relationships, status,
possessions, etc.)
9. For the rich young ruler, his money and possessions determined
what he worshipped. If we flip the focus, what would it look like for
our worship to determine how we spend our money and what
we possess?
10. Whether we have a lot or a little, most of us tend to struggle with
some degree of materialism. What are the areas where you need
accountability in your life regarding money?
11. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week eight: The King comes, cleanses, and curses
Sermon Passage: Mark 11:1-26
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 16

Week eight discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. Put yourself in the shoes of the disciples. Describe the awkwardness
(and potential hilarity) of the scene described in vs 2-7.
4. As is always the case with Jesus, the peculiar things usually have a
point. Look up Zechariah 9:9-13, what is the significance of Jesus
riding in on a donkey?
5. How does the fig tree incident help us understand what happened in
the Temple?
6. In what ways does the church today fail to fulfill God’s role for
His “Temple?”
7. In vs 20-26, Jesus gives an interesting response to Peter’s statement
about the fig tree.
● Why was Peter shocked to see the tree had withered?
● What is the withered fig tree representing?
8. Why does Jesus talk so much about faith and what is He implying
about faith?
9. Regarding the faith-filled prayer (vs 24-26), Jesus says we must also
forgive. How are faith and forgiveness tied together? How does
Jesus’ curse of the “tree” (Temple), instructions about faith, and the
command to forgive foreshadow His own future?
10. Where have you seen the Lord’s attack and cleansing of sin in
your life? How did the initial sting of His attack on sin in your life
transition into an awareness of His cleansing and forgiveness?
11. What implications does this have on our mission?
● How can we help others see the authority of Jesus as King?
● How can we come alongside those who are experiencing the
“withering” effects of their sin?
12. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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