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IntroDuction TO the gospel of mark
To be a Christian is to trust and follow Jesus Christ. In order to do
so, you must indeed know Jesus - both who He is and what He did.
However, it’s disturbing that many who call themselves Christians are
fairly unfamiliar with the life of the Jesus they claim to follow. That’s
why the gospel accounts are so incredibly important - they allow us to
observe the person and work of Jesus Christ so that we can trust and
follow Him.
The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the gospels. It’s a fast-paced
summary of Jesus’ life that presents Him as both Mighty Messiah and
Suffering Servant. We would love for you to join us as we learn to trust
and follow Jesus as He is portrayed in the Gospel of Mark.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week twenty: The parable of the tenants
Sermon Passage: Mark 12:1-12
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 02

Week twenty discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message
on Sunday?
3. How does this parable develop what had been happening in Mark
11:12-25?
4. Let’s recap the characters - what do the following represent?
● Owner, Son, Tenants, Servants
● What does the vineyard represent?
5. What is the “fruit” in verse two that the servants were trying to
collect from the tenants?
● Hint: Biblical passages aren’t isolated units. The passages
surrounding this one give us a clearer indication as to what
exactly the servants were seeking. Here are some helping
questions to prime your thinking:
○ What are the Pharisees commanded to give to God in
Mark 12:13-17?
○ What is God the God of in Mark 12:27?
○ What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul,
mind, and strength (Mark 12:28-34)?
● With those questions answered, what is the fruit God requires?
6. What was Jesus prophesying by telling this story?
7. So, according to this story, what is the attitude of humanity towards
Jesus? And the climax?
8. Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22-23. How does that scripture relate to this
story?
● Who is the stone and the cornerstone?
● Who are the builders?
● How in the world could something as horrendous as the
rejection and death of the Messiah (spoilers) be called both
“marvelous” and “the Lord’s doing?”
9. Given what has been transpiring in chapter 11, what does Jesus’
willingness to tell this type of ‘in your face’ parable reflect about his
character?
10. Start a list as a group asking this question, “What have we learned
about the person and work of Jesus from this week’s passage?”
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The Gospel of Mark

Week TWenty one: the greatest commandment
Sermon Passage: Mark 12:28-34
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 04

Week TWenty one discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What is significant about the scribe asking Jesus to identify THE
commandment?
3. Where did Jesus get His answer?
● Hint: Old Testament
4. How was the scribe’s attitude different from that of many others who
questioned Jesus (Mark 11:28, 12:13-14, 12:18-19)?
5. What does it mean to be “close to the kingdom of God?” Does the
scribe believe in Jesus?
6. How might Jesus’ two commands reflect the actual ten
commandments of Ex. 20?
● Hint: Jesus’ first command relates to the first four of the
ten commandments. Jesus’ second command relates to
commandments five through ten.
7. Why is it important to know the command to love God with our
whole heart and to know the promise that God loves us with his
whole heart? How does the gospel empower our obedience to the
Great Commandment?
8. What would it look like to take the next steps of obedience in loving
God with everything we have and loving others as ourselves?
● What do you need to give to God?
● Where do you need to step up love for others?
9. Was there anything else that stood out from the message on Sunday?
10. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week Twenty two: Jesus will come again
Sermon Passage: Mark 13:1-37
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 06

Week twenty two discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
3. Describe an occasion when an important visitor came to your office
or home . . . what types of preparations were involved? Why the
pressure?
4. What are the five “signs” Jesus gives?
● Hint: false messiahs, wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and
famines, persecution, gospel preached to all nations
5. What difference does it make during suffering to know that better
things are ahead? Can you share an example when this was true in
your life?
6. Why did Jesus use the Temple to begin His discussion about the end
of the age? What would have been its significance to His disciples?
7. What’s the point of Jesus’ answer? Does His answer really clarify
anything at all? All of those things seem to be happening all the
time. Essentially, He said — I’m coming between the destruction of
the temple and the end of the age (whenever that is).
● Hint: It’s a more complicated way of saying… vs 32-37.
8. Why might the Father have kept the timing secret?
9. What is a believer’s responsibility until Christ comes back?
10. What is the most exciting thing to you about the second coming?
The most unnerving?
11. Specifically, how can we fulfill Jesus’ commands in vs 34 and 37? “Be
on guard . . . Be alert . . . Watch!”?
12. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week twenty three: “Waste” your life on Jesus
Sermon Passage: Mark 14:1-9
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 08

Week twenty three discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
3. What is one gift you received that stands out in your memory? Why?
4. Besides the extravagance, what else do you notice about the woman’s
action?
5. Why were Jesus’ friends so upset?
6. How was the woman’s act justified by Jesus?
7. How might this story be told in a modern day setting?
8. What are the similarities between the woman and Judas? What are
the differences? (Mark 14:10-11)
9. How does the emphasis of this passage relate to the overall theme of
the last two chapters (Mark 12 and 13)?
10. What are these passages relaying to you?
● What earthly idols must be cast down this week so that Christ
has first place?
● What part does missions have in your heart? How is the spread
of the gospel connected to your worship of Jesus?
11. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week twenty four: The Lord’s Supper
Sermon Passage: Mark 14:10-31 + Mark 14:66-72
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark
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Week twenty four discussion Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
2. How did the meal relate to the Passover (see Ex. 12)?
3. What is the significance of Jesus’ statement, “This is my blood of the
covenant?” (see Jer. 31; Zech. 9:9-11; Heb. 9:11)
● What covenant is Jesus foreshadowing?
● How is this covenant supposed to be different than the previous
covenants?
4. Why was secrecy needed? What were the risks involved?
5. Why are the disciples so clueless when Jesus predicts a betrayer?
● What does this say about Judas before this scene?
6. What is significant about Jesus sharing the meal with his betrayer?
● What does this mean for you and me?
7. How does Peter see himself in relation to the other eleven disciples?
8. Was God sovereign over every single moment of this process?
9. Is there anything else that stood out from the message on Sunday?
10. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Week twenty five: Jesus’ Gethsemane Prayer
Sermon Passage: Mark 14:32-42
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 12

Week twenty five discussion Questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Take some time to read the passage aloud.
Why don’t the disciples share Jesus’ sense of urgency?
What does it mean that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”?
How would you describe the mood and emotions of Jesus?
Why do you think Jesus was so stressed?
Have you ever been in a situation where you knew the right thing to
do, but it would be extremely costly to you? What did it cost?
7. Do you feel as if you have ever let Jesus down? Do you feel hopeless,
as though the weight of everything required of you surpasses your
ability to accomplish it?
8. Was there anything else from the sermon that stood out to you on
Sunday?
9. Add to your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
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The Gospel of Mark

Good friday: Jesus’ death
Sermon Passage: Mark 14:43-65 + Mar 15:1-39
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 14

Good Friday Personal Reflection Questions:
1. Take some time to read the passage.
2. Why were they armed with swords and clubs? What does this tell us
about their (and Judas’) misunderstanding of Jesus’ ministry?
3. How do you account for the disciples’ reactions in Mark 14:47, 50,
51?
4. Why does Jesus respond with so much silence? (see Isa. 57:3)
5. Was Jesus’ trial just or not? Why?
6. Contrast the people of Mark 15:29-32 and the centurion in vs 39.
7. Why does “darkness come over the whole land”? Are there other
times in the Bible when there is darkness?
8. What is the significance of the Temple curtain being torn in two?
9. Are you discouraged by all the ways that people mock, slander, and
slight the worth of Jesus today? In the midst of that mockery, what
hope does this text give you personally?
10. Pray and thank God for providing His Son as the payment for your
sin.
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The Gospel of Mark

Week twenty six: Jesus’ resurrection
Sermon Passage: Mark 16:1-8
Speaker:

The Gospel of Mark 16

Week twenty six discussion Questions:
1. What was one significant thing that stood out from the message on
Sunday?
2. Take some time to read the passage aloud.
3. Did the disciples expect Jesus to be resurrected? How do you know?
4. Talk about the kind of faith exhibited by Joseph of Arimathea.
5. If Mary Magdalene, Mary the Mother of James, and Salome were
bringing oils and spices to the tomb, did they believe Jesus was dead
or alive?
● What does this say about their faith?
● How can we relate?
6. Think about their interaction with the angel. Why is the angel there?
● What was the ladies’ immediate response to the angel’s
directions?
7. How have you responded to the truth that Jesus is risen? How do
you respond now?
8. What does Mark’s apparent abrupt ending (vs 8) tell us about Mark’s
purpose in his Gospel?
9. Finish your list - What have we learned about the person and work
of Jesus from this week’s passage?
● What are the recurring themes throughout the entire list?

